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In Tamil there are Awai and Andal whose poems
are household words in South India. In Kanarese
the most famous is Honnamma, who wrote a
poem on what an ideal wife should be. In Marathi,
iMuktabai, Janabai, and Bahinabai wrote poems
which every Marathi child knows. There are
several Hindi poetesses of whom Mirabai and
Rupmati are the best known. Gujrat has its own
women poets and so has Bengal. Some women
wrote poems in Persian and the work of at least
one of them, Zeb-un-Nisa, a daughter of the
Emperor Aurangzeb* has been translated into
English.
Even to-day there are several women who
write verses in the various languages of India.
Some of them have written verses even in Eng-
lish. Of these Toru Dutt and Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu have attained to a fame which has travelled
to many countries. Toru Dutt's premature death
was mourned by everybody,
la other fields, too, we come across many famous
women. There is Sanjogita who married Prithvi
Raj and whose story has inspired many poets and
writers. Razia Begum has been famous for many,
many years as a warrior and ruler. Durga Wati
defended her kingdom against its enemies, and
Nurjahan, Empress of India, is still remembered,
We have already spoken about Mirabai whose
soogs are sung to this day. Chand Bibi and Ahaiya-
hai were two great princesses, who were brave in